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This lecture is based on Professor Wang's
forthcoming book, Staple to Superfood: A
Global History of the Sweet Potato (Columbia
University Press, December 2025). By tracing
the global circulation and transformation of
the sweet potato, Professor Wang explores
how this seemingly humble crop took on
diverse economic, cultural, and ecological
roles across different societies, shaping social
structures and everyday life. The lecture
reveals how the history of the sweet potato
reflects the multiple and entangled pathways
of global modernity.
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8:00 p.m. (EST), Saturday,
November 15
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